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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
-DO NOT ENTER- 
10/685,181 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing reliability in a message passing 
data processing system employing communications adapters, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

designating a first communications adapter connected to a node in said data 
processing system a master adapte r- said node being an auto nomous data 
processing unit : 

designating at least one other communications adapter connected to another 
node through a switched network in said data processing system as a backup adapter* 
wherein said another node is a different autonomous da ta processing unit from said 
node; and 

upon detection of failure of said master adapter, assigning its operations to 
said backup adapte r connected to said different autonomous data processing unit 
which now takes over as a new master adapter, 
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